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Where does my  water come from?  

Fore more information contact: 

 

City of College Place  

Attn: Kevin Wolpert  

625 S College Ave  

College Place WA  99324 

 

Phone: 509-525-0510 

Fax: 509-526-4094 

E-mail: kwolpert@ci.college-place.wa.us 

CONSERVATION 
 

Water is our most precious resource and 
conservation is something we should al-
ways keep in mind and practice.  In the 
spring of 2005, the State of Washington 
officially declared a state wide drought. 
 

Here are some tips to conserve! 
 

1. Watering your lawn in the early morning hours can help 
minimize evaporation and waste. 

2. Lawns only need 1/2 to 3/4 of  an inch of water at a time.  
Use tuna cans set out in your yard and measure the 
amount of watering time it takes to fill the cans a 1/2” to 
3/4”  with water. 

3. Install soaker hoses or drip irrigation on planting beds with 
shrubs and ornamentals. 

4. Raise your mower to the highest setting.  Longer grass 
encourages deeper roots and longer grass blades hold 
more moisture than closely clipped ones. 

5. Detect leaks in your toilet by adding a couple of drops of 

food coloring in your toilet tank.  If the tank is leaking, color 
will appear in the bowl in 15 to 30 minutes.  Fix the leak 
and you can save as much as 200  gallons of water per 
day. 

 

College Place drinking water is derived from a combination of 3 deep 
wells located in the South East area of the city.  The water from these 
wells is drawn from the basalt aquifer that flows under the Walla Walla 
Valley.  The City has interties with neighboring jurisdictions to ensure a 
dependable supply of water. Static Water levels at the well  range from 
a high of 135’ to a late summer low of 196’.  Actual well depths are 
approximately 700’ and our overall water quality is good.  Occasionally 
there is a question of how hard the water is in College Place.  Water 
hardness is calculated in “grains/gal” and our water is at 4.68 g/gal.  
This figure puts the city water at the low end of the moderately hard 
range.  Should there be any questions, the City’s water division encour-
ages its customers to call the Public Works Department at 525-0510. 
 
 In order to ensure tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations 
which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by 
public water systems.  We treat our water according to EPA’s regula-
tions.  The City of College Place water department adds a small amount 
of chlorine to the water to act as a disinfectant.  This is blended at the 
well site and is an added measure of protection against possible bacte-
ria.  The City of College Place routinely monitors for contaminants, 
using state certified labs.  Included in this report is a water quality data 
table which shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January 
1st to December 31st 2004.  All drinking water, including bottled drinking 
water, may reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants.  It is important to remember that the presence of 
these contaminants do not necessarily pose a health risk.  More infor-
mation about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained 
by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 

SOURCE TYPE  SOURCE TYPE  

Well #1 Groundwater Intertie #2 Walla Walla 

Intertie 

Well #2 Groundwater Intertie #4 CID #14 

 Intertie 

Well #3 Groundwater Intertie #5 WW College 

Intertie 

Intertie #1 Walla Walla 

Intertie 

  

What are Cross Connections and how do 
we control them? 
 

The State of Washington Department of Health has required all 
community water systems to implement a Cross Connection 
Control Program.  The City’s program (Municipal Code 
13.04.280) clearly defines the protective measures that the 
City, as well as the customer, must take to protect the public 
drinking water.   
 

An actual cross connection is where potable water delivered to 
a customers point of use (home or business), is inadvertently 
allowed to flow back into the city water system.  This “backflow” 
of water can carry contaminants with it.  Backflow prevention 
assemblies must be installed on any plumbing system that may 
cross connect with contaminated water.  An underground sprin-
kler system is a good example of this.  Protection is achieved 
by installing a backflow prevention device on the system.  This 
device will not allow contaminated irrigation water (from animal 
feces or fertilizer) to re-enter the city system.  
 

A certified backflow assembly tester must test all backflow 
prevention assemblies upon initial installation and then 
annually with results submitted to the City.  A list of certified 
testers is available from the City Water Division.  Remember, a 
permit is required for installation.  If you have any questions 
about the cross connection control program, backflow preven-
tion or water quality, or permit process, please call the City 
Water Division at 525-0510.  

COLLEGE PLACE 
 

Drink ing  Water  
 Qual i ty  Report  



Water Quality Data Table 

Contaminants (units) MCLG MCL Results Collected Violation Source  Probable Source 

Disinfectants & Disinfection By-Products       

Haloacetic Acids (annual average, ppb) NA 60 1.4 9/18/2003 No WW Intertie By-Product of drinking water disinfection 

Inorganic Contaminants        

Asbestos (MFL) 7 7 0.098 8/12/1999 No College 
Place 

Decay of asbestos cement water mains:  
Erosion of natural deposits 

Barium (ppm) 2 2 0.023 9/10/2003 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Fluoride (ppm) 4 4 0.06 9/10/2003 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Copper (ppm) 1.3 AL=1.3 
 

0.3 9/10/2003 No College 
Place 
SO1 

Erosion of natural deposits 

Lead (ppb) 0 AL=15 4.0 10/06/2004 No WW Intertie Corrosion in household plumbing system 

Nitrate (measures as Nitrogen) (ppm) 10 10 1.2 6/25/2003 No   WW Intertie Runoff from fertilizer use;  Leaching from septic 
tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural deposits 

Sodium (ppm) MNR MNR 21 4/21/2003 No College 
Place  

SO1 

Erosion of natural deposits 

Microbiological Contaminants        

Turbidity (Special Case) (NTU (monthly 
average)) 

NA TT<5 1.78 5/26/2004 No WW Intertie Soil runoff 

Radioactive Contaminants        

Alpha Emitters (pCi/L) NA 15 1.0 8/11/2003 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Beta/photon emitters (pCi/L)  NA NA 5.6 6/25/2003 No WW Intertie Decay of natural and man-made deposits 

Volatile Organic Contaminants        

TTHMs (Total Trihalomethanes) (ppb) NA 100 5.6 4/8/2003 No WW Intertie By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Contaminants (units) MRDL MCL Results Collected Violation Source  Probable Source 

     Disinfectants & Disinfection By-Products   

Chlorine (ppm) 4.0 4.0 1.12 12/14/2004 No WW Intertie Water additives used to control microbes 

Units Description: ppm—parts per million; ppb—parts per billion or micrograms per liter; NA: Not Applicable; MNR: Monitoring not required, but recommend; ppm: parts per million;  pCi/L: picocuries per liter (a measure of 
radioactivity);  NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Units. Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water.  We monitor it because it is a good indicator of he effectiveness of our filtration system. NA: Not applicable. 

*** Important Drinking Water Definitions: MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal;   MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level;  TT: Treatment Technique; MRDL: Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level;  AL: Action Level  

This table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report.  The EPA or the State requires us to 
monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently. 

Do I need to take special 

precautions? 
 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in 
drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune 
system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections.  These people should 
seek advice about drinking water from their health care 
providers.  EPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of 
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available from the Safe Water Drinking 
Hotline (800-426-4791). 

Are you at risk? 
 

Infants and young children are typically more vulnerable to lead in 
drinking water than the general population.  It is possible that lead 
levels at your home may be higher than at other  homes in the 
community as a result of materials used in your home’s plumbing.  
If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s 
water, you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap 
for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.  Additional 
information is available from Safe Drinking Water Hotline(800-426
-4791).  

Este informe contiene infomacion importante 

acerc a de su agua potable . Haga que alguien lo 

traduzca para usted, o hable con alguien que lo 

entienda. 

Это сообщение содержит важную информацию о 
вашей питьевой воде. Сделайте так, чтобы кто - то 
перевел это для Вас, или говорил с кем - то, кто 

IMPORTANT HEALTH 
 INFORMATION 


